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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 
MCNIE ET AL. 

Serial No. Unknown 

Filed: January 19, 2006 

For: VARIABLE OPTICAL ATTENUATOR 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Atty. Ref 
TC/A.U, 
Examiner 



124-1144 
Unknown 
Unknown 



* * * 
January 19, 2006 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



As suggested by 37 C.F.R. 1.97, the undersigned attorney brings to the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office the references listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08a. A copy of 
each listed foreign patent document and article is attached. 

This is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no 
better prior art exists, or that a reference is relevant merely because cited. 

The Examiner is requested to initial the attached form PTO/SB/08a and to return a copy 
of the initialed document to the undersigned as an indication that the attached references have 
been considered and made of record. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE^.C. 



By: 



SCS:jsm 

901 North Glebe Road, 11th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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• CITATION 



(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

124-1144 



SERIAL NO. 

Unknown 



46/565017 



APPLICANT 

MCNIE ET AL. 



FILING DATE 

January 19, 2006 



TC/A.U. 

Unknown 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



'EXAMINER 



FILING DATE 







2003/012509 


1/2003 


Lam et al. 












2002/150378 


10/2002 


Heffner et al. 












2002/150377 


10/2002 


Gelbart 












6,501,869 


12/2002 


Athale 












2003/113067 


6/2003 


Koh et al. 












2003/0090776 


5/2003 


Vaganov 












6,137,941 


10/2000 


Robinson 









































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 
CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 







2 309 608 


7/1997 


GB 























































































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 







International Search Report for PCT/GB2004/003187 dated 4 October 2004. 






UK Search Report for GB 0317522.1 dated 8 January 2004. 






Miura et al., Novel Variable Optical Attenuator Based on Three-Dimensional Hollow Waveguide, Japanese Journal of 
Applied Physics, vol. 42, no. 6A, part 1, June 2003, pp. 3477-3478, XP01 192037. 






Lee et al., Planar lightwave circuit design for programmable complementary spectral keying encoder and decoder, 
Electronics Letters, vol. 35, no. 21, 14 October 1999, pp. 1813-1815, XP006012839. 






































*Examiner 


Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 
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